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Kelly, its leader, also spoke. The hall was so
crowded that the meeting was forced to adjourn
to the court house square. Among other things
Weaver urged appropriations to open the arid
lands of the West so that homeless people could
make homes for themselves. The next after-
noon a meeting at the Opera House was ad-
dressed by Weaver, Kelly, and Sovereign. On
Thursday morning about three hundred labor-
ing men marched to the Capitol to ask the
Governor for transportation from the State.
General Weaver was described by the Clinton
Age as "master of ceremonies". Governor
Jackson read letters from the railroads refus-
ing to carry the men for less than regular fare,
but he promised to lay the matter before the
Executive Council, and he thought that funds
might be obtained to take the army by boats to
the Mississippi River. This plan was finally
adopted and the army started down the Des
Moines Biver. The citizens of Des Moines paid
the cost of the boats and furnished one day's
provisions.286

The Midland Monthly for June, 1894, con-
tained a short article by General Weaver under
the title of The Commonweal Crusade, in which
he gave his opinion of the significance of the
invasion of Iowa. While General Weaver pre-
sented a sympathetic view of the "crusade",
another article in the same number of the maga-